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Cloze Practice

! Complete the following by choosing a suitable word from the word box. Each word may
only be used once.
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Yangle was 1. emperor who ruled China 2. 1402 and

1424. The Emperor ordered an encyclopedia to be compiled 3. a scholar

called Xie Jin. However, the book wasn’t long enough 4. the emperor’s

liking. He ordered that more people be brought 5. work 6.

the project.
The encyclopedia, known as the Yongle Dadian, took thousands of scholars four years

7. research and write. If you delve 8. the book, you will

find three-hundred and seventy million characters.
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to be in the fast lane. They can run at speeds of up to 110 kilometres per hour over

short 2. . Cheetahs live in Africa and India and are perfectly

3. for high-speed chase with their small heads, long legs and

very 4. bodies. A cheetah’s biggest 5.

is that it has claws that don’t retract, which, together with its very hard paw pads, give
it @ running-shoe-like grip. Unlike other wild cats like lions and tigers, the cheetah does

not 6. in wait for its prey but chases it, tiring it out with

twists and turns until its victim is 7. tired 8.

I If a cheetah was 1. on a motorway, it would definitely have

run anymore.
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Choose from the options given to complete the following paragraph:

Hippopotamuses have a deadly reputation. They can be huge, 1. up to

3 628 kilograms and, though they live largely on plants, they can be aggressive. They

are 2. and will 3. protect their young. Hippos can use their

enormous jaws to turn over small boats which they mistake for crocodiles. With their

sharp thirty-centimeter teeth, they can easily bite a man in two.

Another 4. with a fearsome reputation is the lion. Lions are powerful animals,

5. of breaking the necks of wildebeests, with a single blow of one of 6.
massive paws. An adult lion is strong enough to drag a carcass twice as

heavy as itself. Lions will only attack humans when food is 7. , or when they

are injured and cannot hunt faster prey. The deadliest lion struck in Tanzania in 2004.

This one lion killed thirty-five people and it is thought he did this due to the discomfort

of toothache.

Wild elephants have a far better reputation and are considered to be 8.

animals that look after each other and rarely attack humans. However, a male

elephant can behave aggressively when looking for a mate, and female elephants will

attack when their 9. is threatened. Whole 10. of elephants have

been known to stampede when they feel threatened, or anxious. When this happens,

people can be crushed under the enormous feet or gored by their long tusks.

1. a) weight 2. a) aggressive 3. a) boldly
b) waying b) territorial b) fiercely
c) weighing c) limited c) venomously

4. a) reptile 5. a) capable 6. a) their
b) carnivore b) incapable b) there
c) mammal c) able c) their

7. a) in abundance 8. a) docile 9. a) calf
b) deficient b) peaceful b) cub
C) scarce c) tame c) calves

10. a) flocks
b) herds
c) packs
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Complete the following by choosing a suitable word from the word box. Each word may
only be used once.
Yangle was 1. an emperor who ruled China 2. between 1402 and 1424. The Emperor

ordered an encyclopedia to be compiled 3. by a scholar called Xie Jin. However, the
book wasn’t long enough 4. for the emperor’s liking. He ordered that more people be
brought 5. in to work 6. on the project.

The encyclopedia, known as the Yongle Dadian, took thousands of scholars four years
7. to research and write. If you delve 8. into the book, you will find three-hundred and

seventy million characters.

If a cheetah was 1. running on a motorway, it would definitely have to be in the fast
lane. They can run at speeds of up to 110 kilometres per hour over short 2. distances.
Cheetahs live in Africa and India and are perfectly 3. adpated for high-speed chase
with their small heads, long legs and very 4. slender bodies. A cheetah’s biggest 5.
advantage is that it has claws that don't retract, which, together with its very hard paw
pads, give it a running-shoe-like grip. Unlike other wild cats like lions and tigers, the
cheetah does not 6. lie in wait for its prey but chases it, tiring it out with twists and
turns until its victim is 7. too tired 8. to run anymore.

Choose from the options given to complete the following paragraph:

Hippopotamuses have a deadly reputation. They can be huge, 1. weighing up to

3 628 kilograms and, though they live largely on plants, they can be aggressive. They
are 2. territorial and will 3. fiercely protect their young. Hippos can use their enormous
jaws to turn over small boats which they mistake for crocodiles. With their sharp thirty-
centimeter teeth, they can easily bite a man in two.

Another 4. mammal with a fearsome reputation is the lion. Lions are powerful animals,
5. capable of breaking the necks of wildebeests, with a single blow of one of 6. their
massive paws. An adult lion is strong enough to drag a carcass twice as heavy as itself.
Lions will only attack humans when food is 7. scarce, or when they are injured and
cannot hunt faster prey. The deadliest lion struck in Tanzania in 2004. this one lion
killed thirty-five people and it is thought he did this due to the discomfort of toothache.
Wild elephants have a far better reputation and are considered to be 8. peaceful
animals that look after each other and rarely attack humans. However, a male
elephant can behave aggressively when looking for a mate, and female elephants will
attack when their 9. calf is threatened. Whole 10. herds of elephants have been known
to stampede when they feel threatened, or anxious. When this happens, people can be
crushed under the enormous feet or gored by their long tusks.
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