
Parts of Speech
Nouns and 
Adjectives

Nouns

Common 
nouns

Proper 
nouns

Pronouns 

Common nouns are usually the 
names given to things that are 
concrete, something you can 
touch or feel.  An easy test is to 
check if ‘a’, ‘an’ or ‘the’ can be put 
in front of the word and most 
common nouns can be changed to 
plural. (Remember this is not true for 
ALL common nouns)

People

Places

Animals

man, boy, women, 
doctor, teacher

school, church, 
house, field, cinema

lion, bird, fish, frog

Proper nouns are special names 
given to people, places or things 
and are always written with a 
Capital letter. If the proper noun 
consists of two or more words, 
most of the words are usually 
written with a Capital letter.

Pronouns are the words that take 
the place of other nouns in a 
sentence, or
It can also be used to refer to 
something, without naming it

Johannesburg, Peter, 
The Lego Movie, 
Nashua Titans

his, her, she, he, they, 
them, everyone, 
something,my, it

Adjectives

Singular - one
Plural - more than one

Adjectives are words that 
describe nouns, proper nouns or 

pronouns

Descriptive 
Adjectives

Adjectives of 
quantity

Adjectives of 
distinction

Comparative 
Adjectives

pretty, scary, green, 
round, icy, sunny

many, some, three, first

these, those, that, such 
followed by a noun, e.g. that 

book

bigger, taller, smaller, 
cheaper, older

Collective 
nouns

Collective nouns are 
names for groups of 

animals, people or things. 
Use a collective noun 

instead of  using 'lots of'.

chest of drawers, 
bouquet of flowers, 

forest of trees

Abstract 
nouns

Things that are not visible 
and cannot be touched. 
Names for feelings and 

emotions.

love, hatred, anger

Pronouns aren't 
classified as part of 

nouns, but done here 
to form a unit

Proper 
Adjectives

describing word made 
of proper noun, e.g. 

Greek salad



Verbs

Action that the noun is 
doing, or is being done 

to the noun

Verbs can 
consist of more 
than one word

Verbs can say 
something about a 

noun

eat, kick, sleep, run, 
throw, read, grow

is eating, were running, 
have grown, will read

She feels scared.
Ice is cold

Parts of Speech
Verbs and 
Adverbs

A verb can be more 
than one word

Present Tense
I eat my breakfast.

The boy kicks the ball.
They are at school.

The cows graze in the 
field.

Past Tense
I ate my breakfast.

The boy kicked the ball.
They were at school.

The cows grazed in the 
field.

Future Tense
I will eat my 
breakfast.

The boy will kick the 
ball.

They wil be at school.
The cows will graze in 

the field.

Verbs indicate when the action 
happens, happened or will

happen. This is called Tenses of 
the verb.

Adverbs

Time

Place

Manner

Degree

Number

Comparison

before, now, after, at 
10:00, 

nowhere, anywhere, 
here, there

well, slowly, fast, 
happily, hard

almost, only, very

once, twice, tenth

higher, faster, longer, 
slower
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Parts of Speech
Preposition, 
Conjuctions, 

Interjections, Articles

Prepositions

Prepositions come 
before nouns and 

pronouns.

on, at, to, up, upon, 
from, against, under, 

below, beside

absent from,borrow from
busy with, concentrate on
depend on, divide between
guilty of, interfere with
reply to, suffer from
write about (something)
write to (someone)

Conjunctions

Conjunctions are joining 
words. These words join 
sentences or phrases 

together.

because, although, as, 
so, and, but

Interjections

Words expressing strong 
emotion or surprise, usually 

followed by an exclamation 
mark, or a comma.

Ouch! Wow! Oh my, 
Well done! Hurrah!

Articles Indefinite - a, an
a - consonants

an - vowels
Definite - the

I eat an apple (can be any apple in the 
bag)

I eat the apple (a specific apple)

Wow!

Listen to the sound of the 
word, e.g. uniform sounds 

as if it starts with a 
consonant, it will therefore 

be 'a uniform'

Most conjunctions will 
have a comma before 
the word, but not 'and'.

,



Figures of Speech

Similes

Comparing things which
are alike

Recognised by the use of 'as' 
 at the beginning of the phrase, or 

'like' in the comparison

Metaphors

Comparing things 
which are

alike, BUT not using
 'like' or 'as'Personification

Human characteristics
given to non-human 

things

AlliterationRepitition of a consonant
sound

Onomatopoeia
Words suggesting 
an actual sound.

Assonance
Repitition of vowel 

sounds

as proud as
a peacock

acts like a 
monkey

The wind waves
at us from the 

tree tops.

He is a bull terrier
on the rugby field.

Sally snake sails 
so slowly

The bird tweets , 
while the cat purrs.

Ella eats eggs every
evening.

as black as coal/soot
as blind as a bat
as brave as a lion
as busy as an ant or a bee
as clear as a bell or crystal
as cold as ice
as cool as a cucumber
as cunning as a fox
as deep as the sea
as dry as a bone
as easy as ABC or a wink
as fast as a hare

as fit as a fiddle
as flat as a pancake
as gentle as a dove/lamb
as good as gold
as graceful as a swan
as green as grass
as hard as nails
as hairy as a gorilla
as happy as a king
as heavy as an elephant
as hungry as a wolf
as light as a feather

as old as the hills
as playful as a puppy
as proud as a peacock
as quiet as a mouse
as quick as lightning
as right as rain
as round as a ball
as safe as a bank
as sharp as a needle
as silent as a grave
as slippery as an eel
as slow as a snail/tortoise

as steady as a rock
as straight as an arrow
as sweet as honey
as swift as a deer
as tall as a giant
as tender as a shepherd
as fat as a pig
as fierce as a lion/tiger
as loud as thunder
as meek as a lamb
as smooth as glass
as sound as a bell

Examples 
of Similes

like/as

a a a a a
s s s s s

like/as


